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A l l e meine Hotel Leben: Reisen 1957-1979. By F r i t z 
Rudolf F r i e s . Be r l in : Aufbau-Verlag, 1980. 200 pages. 
7,20 M. 
For F r i t z Rudolf Fr ies the reconstruction of a t r ip is 
the most enjoyable part, i f one compiles the deta i l s as 
experiences of the senses. His travels bridge the 
p o l i t i c a l fault of the world and are recorded with humor, 
insight and copious references to l i t e r a tu re , music and 
the people he encounters. "Hotel Leben" is actual ly 
a synonym for the people, places, and experiences of his 
travels : a collage of his encounters. 
His sojourns to Cuba, Br i t tany , Albania, Spain, France, 
Czechoslovakia and the GDR are included. The reasons 
vary from acting as a juror for a music competition to 
readings from his works, which he does in France and 
Cuba. In Paris he records an interview with a woman 
reporter, b r ie f ly touching on a passage from his l i t e r a ry 
reading there. 
While in Brligge, Fr ies betrays an a f f i n i t y for the 
romantic poet Georges Rodenbach through "conversations 
with a very talented American exchange student. Here i t 
i s the concern for the soul of things and not the things 
themselves that likens this travel log to Rodenbach's 
works. 
Fr ies also includes a poem to the Lenin Peace Pr ize poet 
Nicolas Gu i l l en who championed the olack people and 
their Cuban folk art forms in his works. Fries delves 
into Gu i l l en ' s struggle to iso late the real Cuban culture . 
In addition to the many l i t e r a ry references Fr ies also 
shows that he is "at home" with the American scene. He 
grew up with the music of " B i r d " Parker and the travels 
of Kerciac, but now co l l ec ts a r t i f ac t s of the decadence 
l e f t in Cuba by the "North American Wasps." A prize 
find there is an old copy of the "Stars and Stipes Cha 
Cha Cha" on a juke box. 
Some of Fr ies ' travels are done v i ca r i ous ' y through 
l e t t e r s , readings and the travels of other people he 
meets along the wc/. Such is the case with Argentina, 
Bulgaria and the FRL.. 
Fries offers his reader travel insights and impressions 
by mean.i of humorous, and often l i t e r a ry digressions 
about his travels and encounters in this thirteen year 
period. 
Albert E . Reynolds II 
Cordova Senior High, C a l i f . 
******** 
FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES 
CALL FOR PAPERS 
8TH INTERNATIONAL NEW HAMPSHIRE SYMPOSIUM ON THE GDR 
JUNE 18 - 25, 1982 
The 1982 New Hampshire Symposium on the GDR has been 
scheduled for the week June 18 - 25, to be held at the 
World Fellowship Center near Conway. As in past years, 
the Symposium w i l l be in te rd i sc ip l ina ry in approach. 
Economists, h i s tor ians , p o l i t i c a l s c i e n t i s t s , soc io log ists 
e t c . , as well as Germanists are invited to par t ic ipate . 
Papers are being s o l i c i t e d for the following seminars: 
Seminar I: The H i s t o r i c a l Development of the GDR. 
Volker Gransow, Fachbereich I I , Univers ität B i e l e f e l d , 
4800 B i l e f e l d 1. 
Seminar II: L i t e r a ry and Soc ia l Models of Marriage 
Chi ld Rais ing , and Family Patterns in the GDR. Bonnie 
Beckett-Hoffmann, Box 105, 10 F a i r f i e l d Ave. , Hayden-
v i l l e , MA 01039; Charlotte Ärmster, Dartmouth Col lege, 
Hanover, NH 03755. 
Seminar I I I : Views of the USA in the GDR: Images, 
L i t e r a ry Reception. Duncan Smith, Dept. of German, 
Brown Univers i ty , Providence, RI 02912. 
Seminar IV: Language and L ingu i s t i c Developments 
in the GDR. H. Jochen Hoffmann, Dept. of German, Smith 
Col lege, Northampton, MA 01063. 
Seminar V: Humor and Sat i re in GDR Society and 
Culture. F r i t z König, James Knowland, Dept. of Modern 
Languages, Univers i ty of Northern Iowa, Cedar F a l l s , 
Iowa 50613. 
Seminar VI: GDR Authors Re lat ive ly Unfamiliar in 
the West. Margy Gerber, Dept. of German and Russian, 
Bowling Green State Univers i ty , Bowling Green, Ohio 
43403. 
Seminar VII : Preservation of Cu l tura l Heritage 
and Trad i t i on in the GDR: Ar t , Archi tecture , L i t e ra tu re , 
Music, Restoration. Nancy A. Lauckner, Dept. of Germanic 
and S lav ic Lang., Univers i ty of Tennessee, Knoxv i l l e , 
TN 37916; Dieter Saalmann, Box 11, Wichita State 
Univers i ty , Wichita , KS 69208. 
Seminar VIII : Current Trends in GDR Society, 
Economy, and P o l i t i c s . Christ iane Lemke, Zent ra l ins t i tu t 
fUr sozialw-.ssenschaftliche Forschung, FU B e r l i n , 
Babelsbergerstr. 14 - 16, 1000 Ber l in 31; Volker 
Gransow (Seminar I) . 
Seminar IX: Recent Developments in GDR L i te ra ture 
and Culture. Christ iane Zehl Romero, Dept. of German 
and Russian, Tufts Univers i ty , Medford; MA 02155. 
Seminar X: Ly r i c Poetry i n the GDR. Chr is t ine 
Cosentino, Dept. of German, Rutgers Univers i ty , Camden, 
NJ 08102; Wolfgang E r t l , Dept. of German,. Univers i ty 
of Iowa, Iowa C i ty , IA 52242. 
Seminar XI: Teaching of GDR L i terature and Culture. 
Margy Gerber (Seminar VI ) . 
Detailed proposals ( t i t l e plus 2 - 3 pages) should 
be submitted to the appropriate seminar organizer(s) — 
two copies in the case of co-organizers - - by Feb. 1, 
1982. Completed papers must be submitted no later 
than A p r i l 15. Papers should not exceed 30 minutes; 
the preferred language is Eng l i sh . The proceedings of 
the Symposium w i l l most l i k e l y be published. 
For addit ional information on the Symposium, contact 
Christoph Schmauch, World Fellowship Center, Conway, 
NH 03818, t e l . (603) 356-5208. 
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